




This early portion of Envision 
Cambridge has brought into focus 
where Cambridge is today, what 
issues and opportunities the city 
faces, and the community’s shared 
vision for the future. With this in 
mind, the plan will seek to address 
how the City and the members of 
the community can work together to 
achieve this vision.

One of the key priorities is to 
protect and enhance Cambridge’s 
assets. Many of the city’s successes 
are made possible by Cambridge’s 
small geographic footprint, dense 
fabric, historical development pat-
tern, thriving economy, and strong 
community ties. These character-
istics enable active lifestyles and 
social and economic opportunities 
unavailable in other places. As a 
community, Cambridge must take 
steps to preserve and enhance these 
assets. Furthermore, Cambridge 
can build on the positive aspects of 
these assets by making them more 
widely accessible to all members of 
the community.

Cambridge must also prepare 
for and respond to external factors 
that affect the city. Some chal-
lenges are regional, national, and 
even international. These include 

climate change and its related haz-
ards; regional mobility, including 
cross-region traffic moving through 
Cambridge; and the impacts of 
regional growth on housing supply 
and demand. Cambridge can be a 
leader in addressing these issues. 
Regardless, Cambridge must take 
steps to address these concerns 
while continuing to preserve the 
city’s heritage and character. 

Finally, the Cambridge commu-
nity must envision a future in which 
the city fully embodies its core 
values. How can the city continue 
to grow in diversity, equity, livabil-
ity, and resilience through policies 
related to urban form, housing, 
economic development, mobility, 
and the environment? Envision 
Cambridge must also allow the 
community to decide where these 
changes can be best accommodated 
in the city.

During the remainder of the 
Envision Cambridge process, the 
plan will identify specific strategies 
to advance the community’s shared 
vision, embody its core values, and 
guide future change in Cambridge. 

Where Do We 
Go from Here?
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